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INDIAN  SILVER   CURRENCY.
Indian cotton fabrics out of its markets, not by duties, but by a series of statutes which forbade the wearing of imported cotton goods.1
"A change in fashion in the West Indies, after the abolition of slavery, took away the best remaining customer, and meanwhile the products of Lancashire cheapened by improvements in machinery were coming to the front. In more recent times, although the high price of raw cotton during the War of Secession was of profit to the cotton-growers, it almost entirely ruined the local trade in fabrics in the districts producing cotton. In addition to this the necessity, under which England lay, to export to India something to pay for the various imports, gave to this branch of trade constantly an artificial and inflated character.
"From these considerations we find that hand-weaving even yet maintains its position, although certainly with varying success in different parts of the empire. The trade in it has become unprofitable. Little is manufactured for export and the makers of the finer sorts are disappearing. The far-famed muslins of Dacca and Arvi are now nearly extinct specialties ; but although as a rural industry weaving is carried on everywhere, it cannot be said that it is flourishing. Even if the Manchester goods are cheaper, yet the domestic fabrics are generally regarded as more durable. Comparative statistics are naturally unattainable, but according to approximate. estimates three-fifths of the cotton cloths worn in the country are woven either from domestic or imported yarn."
So says Mr. Hunter, one of the best authorities on the country. If the domestic industry continues even yet in Germany, how can it vanish.in an instant in a country so exceptionally conservative as India ?
It is also interesting to note what is told by the census of 1891 concerning hand-weaving. According to the enumeration of 1891 not less than 8,820,466 persons lived by the manufacture of cotton fabrics/ of whom about 120,000 laborers
1 Hunter, ibid., p. 448.
alf we reckon five to a family, this gives over 1,760,000 cotton operatives.